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onors have supported residential education with Campaign gifts and commitments of
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are introducing new programs that
expand learning in every aspect of the
residential experience.

FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS are one
part of the story. Every freshman is
enrolled in one of these seminars,
each limited to 15 students. Profes-
sors design the courses around their
latest research and greatest interests,
and classes are often held in a
residence common room. Topics range
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renovated common room and join a student-faculty conversation about the
artistic process or a heated debate about the war in Afghanistan. Or you
might meet a climate change skeptic who will challenge your assumptions
about the future of the planet.

Our new STUDENT ENGAGEMENT FUND provides resources for off-campus
research and travel, visiting experts and new teaching materials. The fund
has taken American studies students to Queens to visit a neighborhood
of newly arrived immigrants, supported the purchase of fossil replicas for
archaeology classes, and brought a Shakespeare professional to campus to
work with students on their monologues.

Campaign gifts are also endowing professorships and other positions,
developing new courses, and giving students and faculty new research op-
portunities. The Campaign is ensuring, too, that our historic campus is more
beautiful than ever and supports the needs of today’s students. Renovated
classrooms and residences, new outdoor gathering places, a center for
special collections and archives, renovated language facilities, and a new
fitness center have all been supported by Campaign gifts. In 2011, we will
break ground on an expansion and renovation of the New London Hall that
will provide a modern home for the life sciences in our oldest building.

With these investments, our reputation for academic excellence and
student achievement continues to rise. In 2010 we attracted the highest pool
of freshman applicants in the history of the College. Two of our students won
Goldwater scholarships and one was awarded a National Science Foundation
fellowship. This year, one is a finalist for the Harry S. Truman Scholarship and
another has won a multi-year fellowship from the Institute for International
Public Policy. We are a national leader in the number of students and alumni
serving in the Peace Corps and winning Fulbright fellowships.

The student-faculty relationship is central to a Connecticut College
education. Residential education supports that relationship in new ways.

First Person

Transforming the lives of students

LAURA CHRISINGER "13
Home: Weathersfield, Vt.
“Adele Myers taught my freshman
seminar — ‘Movement through
Gender and Race’ — and she didn’t
beat around the bush about the
material we were going to engage
with. This pushed us into conversa-
tions where we analyzed not just the
material, but ourselves. She made
us question our own ideologies about
racism and gender roles. Adele takes
her teaching seriously and expects
me to take hold of my education the
same way.”

CAMERON RUSCITTI '13
Home: Milford, Mass.
“From study away programs to internship experience to faculty members
who happily encourage pursuit of extracurricular interests, the College is
extremely supportive of anything that stimulates
me intellectually. | have enthusiastically taken
advantage of these opportunities. With any luck
[ will be enrolling in the Toor Cummings Center
for International Studies and the Liberal Arts
next year to pursue an internship abroad and do
research in China on the history and develop-
ment of Chinese rock music. The small student
population here cultivates an almost familial
atmosphere, both between students and among
students and faculty members.”

WILLIAM TARIMO "12

Home: Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

“I'm doing research with Professor Parker and am
close to developing an algorithm for quadruped
servo-robots to learn optimal walking gaits. The
algorithm uses the adapted theories of genetic
evolution to help robots ‘learn’ progressively more
effective solutions to problems. Only a few students
get the opportunity to do this type of serious research at an undergraduate

level. | am looking forward to getting my work published and presenting my
findings at computer science conferences.”

ABIGAIL VAN SLYCK

Dayton Professor of Art History
Teaches: New London: A Cultural
Landscape Approach; Race and Space;
Architecture of Connecticut College
Mentoring: Recently advised a
student whose historical research
resulted in publication of a guide to
campus architecture. Worked with
students on “Factory: Manufacturing
in the Whaling City,” an exhibition at the
Lyman Allyn Art Museum.

“I find the academic culture here extraordinary and particularly the sense on
campus that faculty and students are working in a close partnership to reach
our shared goal: the best education possible for each student.”

CRYSTAL GARCIA 12

Home: Ontario, Calif

“Being able to have intellectual conversations with my fellow students about
many subjects, including quantum physics, environmental issues, race and
religion is a wonderful experience. It allows for a variety of perspectives to
be heard, and for the formation of strong relationships based on trust. | am
an environmental leader on campus and this past year worked with students
at Yale and Wesleyan to form Students for a Just and Sustainable Future in

Connecticut. | plan to get a PhD in fluvial geomorphology and become a college

professor and an environmental activist.”
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JOHN KELLY 13

Home: Bronx, IV.Y.

“My very first day of class as a freshman in intro-
ductory German, Professor Atherton just strode into
the classroom in Fanning and introduced himself in
German without speaking a word of English. | learned so
much. He constantly challenged us with fun, interactive and mildly silly stand-
up activities that would force us to speak all the unfamiliar sentence structures
that German entails. | think back to the difficulty | had with those constructions
— which | now speak with ease — and | am very grateful for his engaging
teaching method.”
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CATHARINA DAMRELL "11

Home: Georgetown, Maine

“Connecticut College is home to so many unique, determined and brilliant
students. | love how the faculty really encourage going above and beyond what
may be familiar to us. The faculty create a dynamic of individuality, and the
creativity of ideas is really inspiring.”

DON PEPPARD

Professor of Economics; leading a study-
away group to Vietnam in spring 2011
Teaches: Political Economy of Postwar
Vietnam, Public Finance, Urban and
Regional Economics

“While I've enjoyed new research projects
and new courses, year-in and year-out
it's students who keep me engaged and
energized. The connections that I've made
with students are the most rewarding part
of this job.”
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