
Fig.2 Phmgmites in flower. (WA. Niering) 

"wetlands of international importance," is one of the single greatest habitat 
management issues on the river. The Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) is beginning to evaluate methods to control this grass along the 

Connecticut River. 

Stormwater Discharge 
The traditional approach to land development has been to collect stormwater 
and direct it through a pipe to the nearest natural watercourse, often a wet­
land. Throughout the country, few regulatory programs consider the dilution 
effect of stormwater when such waters are discharged into estuaries and, specif­
ically, tidal wetlands. Connecticut's DEP recognized that stormwater discharges 
into tidal wetlands were contributing to the spread of Phragmites through 
changing wetland elevations (i.e. deposition of sediment) and dilution of soil 
salinities. Presently, DEP requires new and existing stormwater systems to 

retain the runoff generated by a one-inch rainfall event. The purpose of this is 
to prevent chronic dilution and the deposition of sediment by high frequency, 
low volume storm events. VVhile it is apparent that such discharges are adverse­
ly affecting the marsh vegetation, no studies have been done to evaluate the 

impacts upon associated animal populations. 

Harvesting of Marsh Grasses 
The harvesting of grasses from the salt marsh is an activity that has occurred 
since colonial time. Only recently have scientists begun to examine the conse­
quences of haying upon the wetland ecosystem. The first concern is that this 
activity removes a significant portion of organic matter that would otherwise 
be accumulated at the soil surface, thus adding to marsh elevation, a vital 
process in keeping up with sea level rise. Modern day farmers often use con­
ventional farm equipment which is not designed for use on the compressible 
salt marsh soils and often leads to the creation of ruts and increased mosquito 
breeding. Such depressions have been known to persist for years and even 
decades. 
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