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Invasive plants are defined as those plants that escape from cultivation, or their original location,
and spread relatively rapidly without human assistance. Spread may be by vegetative or sexual
reproduction. These plants are usually exotic, non-native species, although this depends on the
definition of native.

It is the intention of the Arboretum to manage invasive plant populations with the goal of
complete eradication when possible and practical, and of maintaining low, controlled levels of
invasives if eradication is not practical.

Implementation of the policy is based on the following considerations:

1. Location of the infestation — removal from cultivated landscape settings is a higher
priority than minimally managed or wild locations.

2. Degree of invasiveness of the species — Plants known to be extremely invasive are
a higher priority.

3. Resources available — Invasive removal is often very labor intensive and the
limitations of staff numbers and budget levels must be considered.

An Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach will be used in invasive plant management.
IPM plans will be based on an understanding of species biology and ecology, and mechanical
and “organic” methods will be evaluated before herbicides are used.

Herbicides will be used in strict conformity with state and federal law. Only the most selective
herbicide application technique that is deemed effective, and the lowest effective concentration
of chemical, will be used.

Policy in Natural Areas — under consideration



