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Saturday, May 30, 2026
 R EU NION 2026

A CELEBRATION HONORING 
ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS
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Legacy & Laurels Program
11 a.m.  |  Athey Center for Performance and Research at Palmer Auditorium

WELCOME 	 			    Veronica Venture ’86
Alumni Association Board of Directors, Vice President

PRESIDENT ’S REMARKS 		  Andrea E. Chapdelaine, President

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI AWARDS 	 Luci Chaplin 
Director of Alumni and Family Engagement  

	
Mach Arom ’89 Award	 	 Zachary Larson ’16

Agnes Berkeley Leahy Award 	 Robert Shea ’91 P’26

Harriet Buescher Lawrence ’34 Prize 	 Emily Callahan Hazelwood ’11
Mary Ash Lazarus ’71

Goss Award 	 		  An-Ming Sze Truxes ’71

Alumni Tribute Award 	 Kenneth Kabel ’76 P’12

The Unity Award 	 Veronica Venture ’86 

REUNION CLASS GIFT RECOGNITION 	 Diane Stratton ’91  
Member, Board of Trustees 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 		  Veronica Venture ’86 

ALMA MATER 		  Ian Barnhart ’29 and Madeline Keithan ’26

Andrea E. Chapdelaine
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President, Connecticut College

Andrea E. Chapdelaine became 
Connecticut College’s 12th president 
on July 1, 2024, following a unanimous 
appointment by the Board of Trustees. 
With more than 30 years of experience 
in higher education, she is a strategic and 
inclusive leader committed to academic 
excellence, student-centeredness and 
community-building in service to the 
College’s mission. She is a passionate 
advocate for providing a personalized, 
purposeful and integrative education 
that shapes confident global citizens of 
character, intellect and action. Since 
arriving on campus, Chapdelaine has 
focused on meaningful engagement 
with the entire Connecticut College 
community, transparent communication, 
and strengthening shared governance 
in order to develop a unified vision that 
will ensure continued excellence and 
long-term institutional strength and 
sustainability.

Chapdelaine previously served as 
president of Hood College, where she 
led two strategic planning initiatives, 
expanded academic programs, increased 
enrollment and retention, and oversaw 
exponential growth in the College’s 
endowment. In recognition of her 
contributions to Hood, a scholarship for 
first-generation students was established 

in her honor. In 2019, Chapdelaine was 
named one of The Daily Record’s 2019 
Top 100 Women in Maryland and was 
appointed to the Governor’s Workforce 
Development Board, in recognition of 
her work building partnerships to provide 
experiential learning opportunities for 
students and to benefit the public good.

 Chapdelaine’s deep belief in the critical 
role of independent colleges and the 
liberal arts is reflected in her national 
leadership. She serves on the boards of 
the American Association of Colleges 
and Universities and the Council of 
Independent Colleges, and previously 
served on the board of the National 
Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities. She currently serves as a 
member of a national task force focused 
on developing strategies to ensure the 
long-term financial sustainability of 
private higher education.

 A proud first-generation college 
graduate, Chapdelaine holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and justice studies 
from the University of New Hampshire 
and master’s and doctoral degrees in 
social psychology from the University 
of Connecticut. She has served five 
private liberal arts colleges, beginning as 
a faculty member at Wabash College in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana; Trinity College 
in Hartford, Connecticut; and Albright 
College in Reading, Pennsylvania. She 
also served as dean of undergraduate 
studies and provost at Albright. Her 
scholarly work has focused on faculty 
support, the role of undergraduate 
research in student learning, ethical 
issues in community-based learning, and 
procedural justice.  
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Alumni Awards
THE MACH AROM ’89 AWARD honors 
young alumni for service to Connecticut 
College and for distinguished achievements 
in their professional field or in society. The 
award is named in honor of Mach Arom, who 
died of a heart attack in Rwanda while on a 
humanitarian mission for the International 
Rescue Committee. Mach is remembered for his 
service to his class and Connecticut College and 
the ways in which he carried out everything he 
did with intense commitment, strong presence, 
attention to detail and unbelievable energy.

Zachary Larson 
’16, Director in 
the Asset-Backed 
Finance Group 
at MUFG
While rising 
through the ranks 
at one of the 

world’s largest financial institutions and 
providing strategic financing to a premier 
portfolio of clients, Larson still finds time 
to connect with current Conn students 
through the Hale Center for Career 
Development. His efforts to recruit and 
mentor students has helped further the 
College as a prestigious “target school” for 
MUFG, promoting exciting opportunities 
in the financial world for new graduates. 
Larson continues to support the Peggotty 
Investment Club, has raised money 
for charity while running two NYC 
marathons, and mentors high schoolers on 
financial literacy. 

“I want to contribute to the College’s success 
so that it can continue to provide students 
with the same opportunities and exciting 
memories that I had and have.”

THE AGNES BERKELEY LEAHY 
AWARD, established in 1961, honors 
alumni who have contributed outstanding 
service, demonstrated by continued interest 

in the Alumni Association and sustained 
active participation in class, club or Board of 
Directors activities. Agnes Berkeley Leahy ’21 
served as president of the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors twice and was a member 
of the Board of Trustees for 10 years. 

Robert Shea 
’91 P’26, 
Founder and 
Chief Executive 
Officer, 
GovNavigators, 
LLC

Adjunct Professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania
Shea’s commitment to public service 
started with his involvement with the SGA 
at Connecticut College and continued to 
be a theme throughout his career. He is 
founder and CEO of GovNavigators, LLC, 
and an adjunct professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he teaches domestic 
public policy. Over a 25-year career, 
he has worked to improve government 
performance, serving in both the 
legislative and executive branches as well 
as the private sector. Robert has remained 
engaged with Connecticut College through 
volunteer roles for his class, admissions and 
the Parent and Family Council. 

“Connecticut College is a beautiful place 
to learn and to grow. It offered abundant 
leadership opportunities that gave me 
the confidence to seek out and embrace 
leadership roles throughout my career.”

THE HARRIET BUESCHER 
LAWRENCE ’34 PRIZE recognizes 
alumni who are leaders in improving 
society or inspiring others for good, 
either through direct service or through 
changing the climate of human 
life materially, socially, ethically or 
spiritually. Harriet Buescher Lawrence 

Continued >
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spent the last years of her life increasingly 
involved with charitable activities and in 
support of higher education.

Emily Callahan 
Hazelwood ’11, 
Co-founder of 
Blue Latitudes, 
LLC
Hazelwood is 
a trailblazing 
marine 

environmental consultant and co-founder 
of Blue Latitudes LLC, a women-owned 
firm celebrating a decade of navigating 
the intersection of offshore energy and 
ocean conservation. A Forbes 30 Under 
30 honoree, Hazelwood has spent over 
14 years developing sustainable solutions 
for global subsea challenges. Through the 
Blue Latitudes Foundation, she champions 
STEM equity using VR and ROVs to 
bring ocean education to thousands of 
students. A dedicated Connecticut College 
alumna, Hazelwood frequently returns 
to campus as a guest lecturer and Career 
Informed Learning partner. Whether as 
a PADI Ambassador or a TEDx speaker, 
Hazelwood is committed to elevating 
scientific literacy and mentoring the next 
generation of environmental leaders. 

“The education, mentorship and 
opportunities I received at Conn continue 
to influence how I lead, collaborate and 
contribute to my field today.”

Mary Ash 
Lazarus ’71, 
CEO of Vestiges, 
Inc. 
Lazarus is a 
distinguished 
business pioneer 
with a storied 

career in retail leadership. She broke new 

ground as the COO of Caldrea, where 
she helped transform Mrs. Meyer’s Clean 
Day into a household name and a leader 
in the organic cleaning industry. Lazurus 
continues to pair her entrepreneurial 
spirit with a deep commitment to service. 
A proud member of the Class of 1971, 
Lazurus helped champion an endowed 
scholarship fund to support first-
generation Connecticut College students. 
In her home state, she serves on the boards 
of the Minnesota Orchestra, Minnesota 
Opera and the Minneapolis College of 
Art and Design, exemplifying a lifetime of 
leadership and generosity.

“Conn made me curious. I have continued 
to pursue many of the subjects that I studied 
at Conn. The experience made me a well-
informed individual.”

THE GOSS AWARD recognizes alumni 
who, through their enthusiastic participation 
in programs and activities, have made a 
significant contribution to the Connecticut 
College community. This award was 
established by Cassandra Goss Simonds ’55. 
Cassandra served in a wide range of positions 
as a student and as an alumna, including as 
class president and president of the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. 

An-Ming Sze 
Truxes ’71, 
Lead Planning 
Analyst at the CT 
Department of 
Social Services, 
Retired
Truxes is a 

distinguished advocate for the arts and 
education. Throughout her career, she held 
leadership positions at the Connecticut 
Alliance for Arts Education, the CT 
Commission on Culture & Tourism and 

Continued >
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the CT Department of Social Services. 
Beyond her professional roles, she has 
served on numerous boards in her local 
community, as well as at the state and 
national levels. At Connecticut College, 
Truxes’s 10-year tenure as Class President 
was marked by her innovative response to 
the pandemic. She launched a “signature” 
series of virtual events that reunited long-
absent classmates, leading to a record-
breaking virtual 50th Reunion. Her 
commitment as a Class Officer, Reunion 
co-chair and her six- year service on the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors 
demonstrate her passion for Connecticut 
College and dedication to her classmates. 

“The challenges I faced as a foreign student 
at Conn cultivated in me determination, 
discipline, resilience, and expanded my horizons 
to see and explore what is possible so that I 
could make a difference in the communities 
in which I live, work, and volunteer.”

THE ALUMNI TRIBUTE AWARD, 
established in 1986, honors an alumna 
or alumnus who has given sustained 
and extraordinary service to the College. 
Service must be in keeping with the 
purposes and spirit of the Alumni 
Association, but it doesn’t have to be 
given through the Association. Nominees 
cannot be currently employed by the 
College or members of the Association’s 
Board of Directors The award is 
presented annually to a member of a 
Reunion class during the Annual Meeting 
of the Alumni Association.

Kenneth Kabel 
’76 P’12, 
President and 
Owner of Oak 
Hills Carton Co., 
Retired
Kabel is the 
retired president 

and owner of Oak Hills Carton Co., 
a business he successfully led for 
nearly three decades. His devotion 
to Connecticut College is profound, 
highlighted by his tenure as a Trustee 
and Alumni Association Board President. 
Kabel’s extensive involvement includes 
serving as a Class Gift Officer, Reunion 
Chair and Career Mentor at Conn. 
Beyond Connecticut College, he has 
offered his time and leadership to several 
organizations in his community including 
Cincinnati Housing Partners, The 
Literary Board, the Jewish Federation of 
Cincinnati and the YMCA. 

“My Conn experience broadened my 
horizons and laid the foundation for both 
a fulfilling career and happy life. I want 
others to have that same experience. One of 
the ways I can do that is by continuing to be 
of service to the College.”

THE UNITY AWARD recognizes 
individuals who have gone above and 
beyond in their contributions towards 
promoting diversity, equity, inclusion and 
accessibility (DEIA) in their personal and 
professional lives.

Veronica Ann 
Venture ’86, 
Deputy Officer 
at the Office 
for Civil Rights 
and Civil 
Liberties, Dept. 
of Homeland 

Security, Retired 
Over a distinguished 35-year federal 
career, including leadership roles at the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Office 
for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, the 
EEOC and FBI, Venture has dedicated 
herself to ensuring the rule of law and 

Continued >
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the equitable treatment of all citizens. 
In her community, she serves as a Court 
Appointed Special Advocate for children 
in foster care to advocate for those who do 
not have anyone to speak up for them. As 
an undergraduate, she was a member of 
Umoja in Unity House and SOAR (Society 
Organized Against Racism). A devoted 
alumna, she is serving her second term on 
the Alumni Board, currently in the role of 
Vice President, and has served on various 
committees and in roles such as CCAC, 
Unity Committee, Reunion Committee, 

Pre-Law Advisory Committee, a Class Gift 
Officer and Regional Host. 

“As a student of color, when there were so few 
of us on campus at that time, being at Conn 
was not always the easiest experience for me. 
I try to mentor students, particularly those of 
color, who are having a tougher time to see 
the good things about Conn. I am trying to 
help the current students to see themselves as 
“belonging” at Conn, and to create the sense 
of community that they may feel is missing 
for them.”

Class Achievement Awards
Thank you to all alumni who have participated in their Reunion class gift effort. Giving 
back to Connecticut College is a meaningful way to commemorate your Reunion while 
making a difference for today’s students.

Every Reunion class gift is a volunteer-led initiative with classes working together to set 
goals and promote participation at all levels. Many classes choose to focus on a certain 
initiative and often pursue multi-year commitments up to five years.

To fulfill the College’s mission of educating students to put the liberal arts into action 
as citizens in a global society, we must raise funds to support all areas of campus while 
continuing to attract the best and brightest students and faculty. 

Alumni support allows the College to provide a world-class liberal arts education. It is an 
investment in our continued success and allows students to benefit from the same great 
education that our alumni received. 

Reunion Class Gift Recognition
To celebrate the impact of Reunion class gifts, the College established two awards in honor 
of renowned class agent chairs, C.B. Rice ’31 and Ann Crocker Wheeler ’34, who cared 
deeply about giving back to their alma mater.

The Reunion class with the highest percent participation receives the C.B. Rice ’31 Award 
and the Ann Crocker Wheeler ’34 Award is given to the class with the greatest increase in 
donor participation percentage over the previous year. 

Today, we share highlights and current standings of Reunion class gifts. The winners of 
these awards are based on fiscal year-end results, which closes on June 30, 2026.
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Previous Class Award Winners
Ann Crocker Wheeler ’34 Award 	
For the Reunion class with the greatest increase in donor participation percentage over the 
previous year 

C.B. Rice ’31 Award
For the Reunion class with the highest donor participation percentage

If you have not yet made your Reunion gift there is still time! The winners of these awards 
are based on fiscal year-end results, which closes June 30. To make your gift today visit: 
giving.conncoll.edu.

Thank you!

2025		  Class of 1975
2024		  Class of 1974
2023		  Class of 1973
2022		  Class of 1972
2021		  Class of 1971

2020		  Class of 2010
2019		  Class of 2014
2018		  Class of 1968
2017		  Class of 1967
2016		  Class of 1991

2025		  Class of 1975
2024		  Class of 1969
2023		  Class of 1973
2022		  Class of 1957
2021		  Class of 1971

2020		  Class of 1970
2019		  Class of 1969
2018		  Class of 1968
2017		  Class of 1967
2016		  Class of 1966
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Looking  
 Back...
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Noteworthy From Reunion Class Years
Class of 2021

#1 Single: Dua Lipa, “Levitating”
Academy Award for Best Movie: CODA
Average price of gas: $3.05 a gallon
Historic event: January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol occurred; Joe Biden 
was inaugurated; the U.S. military withdrew from Afghanistan, ending 
America’s longest war.

Class of 2016
#1 Single: Justin Bieber, “Love Yourself ”
Academy Award for Best Movie: Moonlight
Average price of gas: $2.14 a gallon
Historic event: Donald Trump elected president, defeating Hillary Clinton in a major political 
upset; debates over populism, immigration, globalization and election interference intensified.

Class of 2011
#1 Single: Adele, “Rolling in the Deep”
Academy Award for Best Movie: The Artist
Average price of gas: $2.79 a gallon
Historic event: Osama bin Laden killed by U.S. Navy SEALs in Pakistan; 
the U.S. also formally ended combat operations in Iraq that year.

Class of 2006
#1 Single: Daniel Powter, “Bad Day”
Academy Award for Best Movie: The Departed 
Average price of gas: $2.59 a gallon
Historic event: Democrats won control of Congress in the midterm elections amid public 
dissatisfaction with the Iraq War; debates over immigration reform intensified.

Class of 2001
#1 Single: Lifehouse, “Hanging by a Moment”
Academy Award for Best Movie: A Beautiful Mind
Average price of gas: $1.46 a gallon
Historic event: September 11 terrorist attacks killed nearly 3,000 people and led to the War 
on Terror, including the invasion of Afghanistan.

Class of 1996
#1 Single: Los Del Río, “Macarena (Bayside Boys Mix)”
Academy Award for Best Movie: The English Patient
Average price of gas: $1.23 a gallon
Historic event: Welfare Reform Act signed by President Bill Clinton, 
transforming federal welfare policy; Clinton was reelected.

Class of 1991
#1 Single: Bryan Adams, “(Everything I Do) I Do It for You”
Academy Award for Best Movie: The Silence of the Lambs
Average price of gas: $1.14 a gallon
Historic event: Gulf War / Operation Desert Storm led by the U.S. and coalition forces 
expelled Iraqi forces from Kuwait; the Soviet Union collapsed, ending the Cold War era.

Continued >
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Class of 1986
#1 Single: Dionne & Friends (Dionne Warwick, Gladys Knight, 
Elton John & Stevie Wonder), “That’s What Friends Are For”
Academy Award for Best Movie: Platoon
Average price of gas: $.93 a gallon
Historic event: Space Shuttle Challenger disaster occurred on 
January 28, killing all seven crew members; the Tax Reform Act of 
1986 was also passed.

Class of 1981
#1 Single: Kim Carnes, “Bette Davis Eyes”
Academy Award for Best Movie: Chariots of Fire
Average price of gas: $1.38 a gallon
Historic event: Ronald Reagan inaugurated; he survived an assassination attempt, and the Iran 
hostage crisis ended on the day of his inauguration. 

Class of 1976
#1 Single: Wings, “Silly Love Songs”
Academy Award for Best Movie: Rocky
Average price of gas: 61 cents a gallon
Historic event: U.S. Bicentennial, marking 200 years since the 
Declaration of Independence; Jimmy Carter was elected president.

Class of 1971
#1 Single: Three Dog Night, “Joy to the World”
Academy Award for Best Movie: The French Connection
Average price of gas: 36 cents a gallon
Historic event: 26th Amendment ratified, lowering the voting age from 21 to 18 during the 
Vietnam War era.

Class of 1966
#1 Single: The Mamas & The Papas, “California Dreamin’”
Academy Award for Best Movie: A Man for All Seasons
Average price of gas: 32 cents a gallon
Historic event: National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act passed, expanding federal auto 
safety regulation; the Black Panther Party was also founded in Oakland, California.

Class of 1961
#1 Single: Bobby Lewis, “Tossin’ & Turnin’”
Academy Award for Best Movie: West Side Story
Average price of gas: 31 cents a gallon
Historic event: John F. Kennedy inaugurated as president; later that year, 
the Bay of Pigs invasion occurred and the Peace Corps was established.

Class of 1956
#1 Single: Elvis Presley, “Heartbreak Hotel” 
Academy Award for Best Movie: Around the World in Eighty Days
Average price of gas: 30 cents a gallon
Historic event: Interstate Highway Act signed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, creating 
the modern interstate highway system.  
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Reunion Committee Members
Class of 1956-70th Reunion
Suzanne Schwartz Gorham ’56
Amalie Hughes Montstream ’56
Suzanne Gerber Offit ’56

Class of 1961-65th Reunion
Colleen Dougherty Lund ’61
Barbara Negri Opper ’61
Julia Emerson Pew ’61
Linda McCormick Rice ’61

Class of 1966-60th Reunion
Ellen Hofheimer Bettmann ’66 P’91
Carol Chaykin ’66
Katherine Curtis Donahue ’66
Bridget Donahue Healy ’66
Diana Davis Kornet ’66 P’03
Kay Landen ’66
Deborah Nichols Losse ’66
Marian Silber ’66
Martha Blanchard Twigg ’66 P’01

Class of 1971-55th Reunion
Barbara Yanchek Braun ’71
Jane Difley ’71
Rosemary Bonser Johnson ’71
Andrew Ketterer ’71
Anne Maxwell Livingston ’71
Nancy Diesel Mills ’71
Susan Chadwick Pokress ’71
Lois Olcott Price ’71
Ronna Reynolds ’71
Linda Sullivan ’71
An-Ming Sze Truxes ’71

Class of 1976-50th Reunion
Kenneth Abel ’76
Kevon Copeland ’76
Patricia Dingle ’76
Patricia Harcourt ’76
Kenneth Kabel ’76 P’12
Bernard McMullan ’76
Susan Hazlehurst Milbrath ’76
Jeffrey Oshen ’76
Marcia Sullivan ’76 P’13

Class of 1981-45th Reunion
Paul Escoll ’81
Nancy Smith Klos ’81
Nancy Lundebjerg ’81

Brooke Perry Pardue ’81
Rusty Spears ’81

Class of 1986-40th Reunion
Christopher Byrne ’86
Judy Martin Dickson ’86
Thomas Liptack ’86
Michael Reder ’86
Bente Jones Starble ’86 P’14
Michael Stryker ’86
Angela Thompson-Busch ’86
Ronnie Venture ’86

Class of 1991-35th Reunion
Andrew Bonanno ’91
Jennifer Kimiatek Hunnewell ’91
Tracy Leavenworth ’91
Anne-Marie Lott Lizarralde ’91
Natalie Fine Margolis ’91
Linda Smith Munyan ’91
Todd Ritter ’91
Diane Stratton ’91

Class of 1996-30th Reunion
Gil Bianchi ’96 P’22 ’24 ’26 ’29
Anne Hinsman ’96
Sarah Davies Kim ’96
Andrew Margie ’96
Winston Miller ’96
Eric Stoddard ’96

Class of 2001-25th Reunion
Tiffany Bowlby ’01
Maggie Goldwasser Brazin ’01
Bachman Clem ’01
Miguel Colon ’01
Susan Morrison Daniells ’01
Vedat Gashi ’01
Michael Keaney ’01
Abigail Lewis-Mooney ’01
Randolph Perkins ’01
Liisa Sweet-Korpivaara ’01

Class of 2006-20th Reunion
Emily Cohen ’06
Emily Bassin Hoadley ’06
Erin Riley ’06
Edwin Slade ’06
Meagan Gibson Wheeler ’06



13

Reunion Committee Members cont’d

Class of 2011-15th Reunion
Rachel Jacobsen Lorinser ’11

Class of 2016-10th Reunion
S.J. Barone Shannon ’16
Salvador Bigay ’16
Shannon Lydon ’16

Class of 2021-5th Reunion
Shae Albertson ’21
William Gannon ’21
Jacob Giglietti ’21
Sydney Lamb ’21

Convocation 

The word convocation originates from the Latin word, convocare, meaning to call or come 
together. In academia, it can refer variously to a gathering of all of an institution’s alumni, to a 
ceremony at the start of the academic year to welcome incoming students and to a graduation 
ceremony, also known as commencement. The Alumni Convocation held during Reunion 
weekend at Connecticut College brings together all the alumni in attendance to celebrate the 
accomplishments of alumni and their dedication and commitment to their alma mater.

Alumni Association Board of Directors 

Jennifer Lapan Mann ’94, President*
Michael D. Boswell ’10, Vice President*
Tamsen Bales Sharpless ’89, Vice President
Veronica Venture ’86, Vice President
Angela Bannerman Ankoma ’97 P’27*
Taylor E. Austin ’24
Laila T. Bera ’23*
Alexandra Felfle ’10
Daniel Garcia ’02
Susan Mabrey Gaud ’68 P’07*
Emily Mond Gurry ’09
Susan Peck Hinkel ’65*
M. Grant Hogan ’07
Deion A. Jordan ’17*
Julia I. Kaback ’18

Betty Fluegelman Kahn ’68 P’92
Natalie Fine Margolis ’91
Nicholas G. McLaughlin ’25
Rasheed Mitchell ’13
Erin Holstein Mogel ’09*
Samantha Capen Muldoon ’88
Matthew C. Murdock ’13
Steve C. Owen ’80 P’12
Allan H. Rogers ’14*
Katrina Sanders ’92*
Annie M. Scott ’84
Michael S. Stryker ’86
Aidyn P. Urena ’10
Richard C. Vancil ’82 P’13
Yoldas Yildiz ’18

Connecticut College Board of Trustees 

Seth W. Alvord ’93, Chair
Maria Wyckoff Boyce ’85, Vice Chair
Peter D. Skaperdas P’17, Vice Chair*
Dwayne C. Stallings ’99, Vice Chair*
Jessica L. Archibald ’95
Bellaluna Castellanos Palacios ’25
Andrea E. Chapdelaine, President
Loulie Sutro Crawford ’89*
Lawrence B. Damon III ’93
Marisa G. Fariña ’93
Hannah E. Gonzalez ’23*

Kim-An Hernandez ’99 P’28*
Jonathan A. Krane ’90* 
Sydney L. Lamb ’21
John D. Linehan P’18 ’23 ’24
Erica L. Lovett ’14
Jennifer Lapan Mann ’94
Sarah A. Mudho ’98
Devon Danz Preston ’93 P’28
Leslie Rosen ’02
Jonathan S. Stavin ’85
Diane E. Stratton ’91

Continued >
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Randall T. Suffolk ’90
Maarten D. Terry ’83
Anne A. Verplanck ’80

Shawnia A. Yon ’24
Tamah Nachtman Wiegand ’68
John S. Zeiler ’74

Trustees Emeriti 

Debo P. Adegbile ’91
Laura J. Allen ’81
David W. Barber ’88
Ford W. Bell P’02
James S. Berrien ’74
Betty Brown Bibbins ’73
Francine J. Bovich ’73
Judith Ammerman Brielmaier ’60
Bradford T. Brown P’12 ’15 ’20
Christy Burke ’93
Eduardo Castell ’87
Theodore S. Chapin ’72 P’07
Isaac H. Clothier V ’79 P’10
Jonathan H. Cohen ’87
Lynn Cooley ’76
Kevon Copeland ’76
Jamie Glanton Costello ’89
Duncan Nelson Dayton ’81
Raymond J. Debbane P’09 ’13
Anita L. DeFrantz ’74
T. Wilson Eglin ’86
Warren T. Erickson ’74
Mark D. Fallon ’92 P’28
Sarah H. Fenton ’63
DeFred G. Folts III ’82
Marna Wagner Fullerton ’56 P’91
Jane Funkhouser ’53 P’85 GP’15
Carlos A. Garcia ’88
Constance H. Smith Gemmer ’80 P’10
Prescott W. Hafner ’80
Rob Hale ’88 P’20
Carolyn R. Holleran ’60 GP’07
Mark M. Iger ’75
Ann Werner Johnson ’68
W. Estella Johnson ’75
Kenneth R. Kabel ’76 P’12
Eric J. Kaplan ’85
David B. Kelso P’09
Andrew Ketterer ’71
Barbara Shattuck Kohn ’72
Rae Downes Koshetz ’67
Martha Joynt Kumar ’63
Gerald D. Laubach P’79

Linda J. Lear ’62
Susan Eckert Lynch ’62
Jonathan D. McBride ’92
Britta Schein McNemar ’67
Lynda Batter Munro ’76 P’08
Nancy S. Newcomb ’67
John F. Niblack P’98
Laurie Norton Moffatt ’78
Judith Tindal Opatrny ’72
David H. Palten ’76 P’04 ’09
Maria C. Pellegrini ’69
Evan M. Piekara ’07
Mary Lake Polan ’65 P’02 ’10
Sharis A. Pozen ’86 P’19
Karen D. Quint ’87
Carol J. Ramsey ’74
Douglas C. Renfield-Miller ’75
George S. Rogers ’82 P’16
Theodore M. Romanow ’76
Thomas A. Sargent ’82 P’17
Annie M. Scott ’84
Lyn Gordon Silfen ’67
Ellen C.L. Simmons ’69 P’04
Frederick P. Stratton, Jr. P’91 ’96
W. Carter Sullivan ’79 P’16
Sally Susman ’84
Dhuanne S. Tansill ’64
Jean C. Tempel ’65
Franklin A. Tuitt ’87
Kevin Wade ’76
Virginia Eason Weinmann ’51
Diane Buchanan Wilsey ’65 P’91
Timothy E. Yarboro ’75
Pamela D. Zilly ’75

* Connecticut College and the alumni community 
greatly appreciate the generous commitment of 
the trustees and directors whose terms will be 
completed on June 30, 2026. 

Boldface  Alumni celebrating milestone Reunion

Board of Trustees cont’d
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A Short History of Connecticut College 

The College was founded in 1911, but its history began in 1909 when Wesleyan University 
announced that it would no longer offer admission to women. At that time, more women than 
ever were seeking higher education and demanding the right to vote. A committee was formed 
and towns across the state of Connecticut began offering prospective sites.

A New London hilltop, later described as “the finest college site in the world,” was the 
committee’s first choice, and they asked New London to raise $100,000 to ensure that their 
proposal would succeed. A 10-day fundraising campaign exceeded the goal by $35,000. 
Nearly a third of the inhabitants of the city and the surrounding communities contributed, 
including many children, along with virtually every business and organization.

A board of incorporators petitioned the State of Connecticut for a charter, which was granted 
in April 1911. The incorporators became the board of trustees, whose first responsibilities were 
to appoint a president and a campus architect. As it prepared to make these decisions, the board 
learned with some astonishment that its chairman, Morton Plant, was giving $1 million for an 
endowment. The future of the College was assured.

When Connecticut College 
welcomed its first students in the 
fall of 1915, it became the only 
baccalaureate institution in the 
State of Connecticut chartered 
solely for the purpose of providing 
higher education for women. From 
the beginning, the vision was for 
a different kind of institution and 
a different kind of education. The 
founders believed it was their duty 

to create new opportunities for what the Progressive Era called the “New Woman,” and so the 
curriculum was appropriately progressive, designed to advance students both academically and 
professionally. One of the College’s earliest catalogues announced the young institution as “an 
academic and technical college,” promising a modern program that combined the “universal 
elements in a liberal education” with in depth study of an “important branch of knowledge.”

Connecticut College embraced co-education in 1969, fifty years after its first commencement,
but it never forgot the pragmatism of the original educational vision. The most recent 
articulation of the College’s mission, adopted in 2004, makes this continuity clear, with its 
straightforward emphasis on active citizenship: “Connecticut College educates students to 
put the liberal arts into action as citizens of a global society.” With the celebration of the 
anniversary of its 100th commencement in 2019, a set of values upholding the importance of 
academic excellence, equity, integrity, holistic education, civic responsibility, and environmental 
stewardship shape the educational context that supports the College’s mission today.

Today, Connecticut College is a thriving private, coeducational liberal arts institution known for 
developing extraordinary students who are drawn here by rigorous, interdisciplinary academics 
and an integrative residential life program, as well as by diverse opportunities to explore their 
interests through funded internships, community outreach and international study.
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#ConnColl2014
Celebrate the Class of 2014 on social media. We invite you to share 
your photos and well wishes on Instagram and Twitter. Include the 
hashtag #ConnColl2014 to join the conversation, which you can 
follow at www.conncoll.edu/commencement.
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Alma Mater
Alma Mater

OLVIE LITTLEHALES Class of 1921
EDITH C. SMITH Class of 1920


